《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 1 Peter》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER.
OF St. Peter’s history the gospels are full, and St. Paul has placed him as the first apostle, and effectual minister to the circumcision. Galatians 2:8. Peter was with Paul at Antioch, which became the chief seat of christianity in Asia. When Peter was liberated from prison by the angel of the Lord, he deemed it not prudent to remain in the territories of Herod Agrippa; yet he was at the council held in that city. Acts 15:7. After this he travelled in proconsular Asia, as Origen on Genesis modestly asserts, “and preached to the scattered [jews and proselytes] in Pontus, Bithynia, Cappadocia and Asia. Afterwards, on coming to Rome, he was crucified with his head downward, having himself requested that his crucifixion might be in this manner.” He is supposed to have laboured about seven years in Antioch, and the adjacent provinces.

F. Sixtus, a learned preacher at Sienna, in his Bibliotheca Sancta, anno 1626, mentions five books attributed to Peter, but which Pope Gelasius had accounted either suppositious or interpolated. These are,

1. On Preaching. 2. The Gospel. 3. The Acts 4. The Revelation 5. The Judgment.

Peter and Paul were both martyred in Rome, as Linus writes, during the second year that he was bishop of that city. 2 Timothy 4:21.

This epistle was written from Babylon, that is, from Rome, figuratively called Babylon, because she oppressed the church as ancient Babylon oppressed the jews. To think otherwise is a provocation; for before the apostles’ times Seleucia had drawn off the inhabitants from old Babylon, and left it an execrated ruin.

As Peter left Rome to go with Mark to Alexandria, about the year forty three or forty five, it is generally inferred, but with no certain evidence, that he wrote to the scattered flocks about that time. The epistle is full of excellence of doctrine, purity of morals, and fervour of exhortation. The opening chapter is generally allowed to be written in a style of great magnificence. See more on Acts 28. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-25
1 Peter 1:1. Peter an apostle of Jesus Christ. These are his credentials from him who is Prince of the kings of the earth. To the strangers scattered abroad, of whose tragic dispersion we have spoken on Acts 8:1-5. They travelled everywhere preaching Christ, and every family became the germ of a christian church. Throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. These rich provinces comprised, or nearly so, the seven churches of Asia. Bithynia was on the southern shore of the Black sea. These five districts, five more being understood, included the whole of proconsular Asia, or Peninsula, about seven hundred miles in length, and three hundred and fifty in breadth. The map of Paul’s travels should be studied here.

When Peter says, an apostle of Jesus Christ, he means to consider him as the living stone, the foundation of all the countless churches scattered in the gentile world. The glorious confession of Peter’s faith, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” is followed by the promise: Upon this rock will I build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. The promise to Mary is to the same effect: That holy thing [One] which shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of God. Luke 1:35. As gender, whether male or female, cannot be ascribed to deity, the Greek writers, both heathen and christian, often prefer the neuter form for the sake of reverence.

1 Peter 1:2. Elect according to the foreknowledge of God. The note from Chrysostom given on Jeremiah 36:3, should be read here. The divine prescience is not influential on the will, and does not in the least interfere with the free agency of man.

“Foreknowledge has no influence on their souls, 
Which had no less proved certain unforeknown.” 
MILTON.
God had said, the Seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head, and shall bless all the families of the earth. Genesis 3:15; Genesis 12:3. These are promises which show that the gentiles should be coëqual heirs with the jews. The door is here open to all. 

1 Peter 1:3. Begotten again to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Plato, in arguing on the immortality of the soul, did all but uplift the curtain of a future world; that he could not do. But the veil is rent in Christ: he died — he lives again. In him we have the promise of eternal life, and the demonstration of the promise in his resurrection from the dead. The proper inference follows, that the regeneration of the heart is effected by the resurrection of the Saviour. Romans 6:4. Colossians 3:1-2. The resurrection of Christ was also the revival of the church. When he died, the hope of his followers was buried with him; but when he revived they revived with him, like men born into a new world.

1 Peter 1:4. An inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. The Greek is more expressive: αμαραντον, amaranthine, or poetically, “amaranthine bowers,” ever verdant, ever in bloom, ever loaded with fruits.

There everlasting spring abides,
And never withering flowers.
These were gracious words to the exiles driven out of Judea, but who were still kept by the power of God to be the heirs of more than they had lost.

1 Peter 1:7. That the trial of your faith, when assayed by fire, might be found to praise, and honour, and glory. Eusebius has a beautiful thought of apostolic joy at the final advent of Christ. He imagines Peter, as presenting those of the circumcision to Christ. John, as presenting principally the churches of Asia. Thomas, the Indians, and Paul, the gentile churches at large. — Let no man fail of the grace of God.

1 Peter 1:8. Whom having not seen, ye love. When the jews saw him as a root out of dry ground, they beheld no beauty, no comeliness in him; in his establishment no palaces, no armies, no revenues. But when the gentiles saw the Lord of glory set forth as a victim for their sins, they believed on his name, they loved the unseen Lord, and felt the flame of redeeming love. Unbelief brought burning and ruin to the jews, while faith opened righteousness and joy unspeakable to the gentiles.

1 Peter 1:9. Receiving the end of your faith, the salvation of your souls. The end of faith is life everlasting, and to be for ever with the Lord. Their eye was single, they embraced christianity in the hope of eternal life, and all their sufferings here prepared them for a brighter crown. 

1 Peter 1:10-12. Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, to decipher all the swelling exuberance of the Holy Spirit, that sinners are not to be saved by the works of the law, but by the faith of Christ. They contemplated the glory before their eyes, they searched at what time this salvation should be revealed, and in what manner the sufferings should presede the glory of Christ. Oh how much those holy men felt an interest in our redemption, and more than language can declare. And not only the prophets, but angels also desire to pry into the ark, and trace the wisdom and love of God in our redemption, which opens a new world of wisdom, and treasures of glory to the celestial powers.

1 Peter 1:13-16. Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind. Your faith is not in vain, your redemption is the work of heaven. The veil of future things is more uplifted to you than to prophets, and it shall be fully revealed by the consummation of grace in the plenitude of glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Your grand concern is to be holy as he is holy, that you may appear with joy in his presence.

1 Peter 1:18-19. Ye were not redeemed, like the slaves of men, with corruptible things, with ransoms of gold and silver, but with the precious blood of Christ, shed on the cross for you. A stronger argument for holiness cannot be used. He gave his life a ransom that we should be holy, and without blame before him in love. Oh may the love that died for us on Calvary purify our hearts as flames of fire from the love of sin.

1 Peter 1:20. Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world. Be not discouraged by the reproaches of the jews and gentiles, that yours is a new religion, Christianity is built on the counsel and love of God before the tractless light of the milky-way, ere suns and orbs began to shine; it has been the study of angels from the first promise that Christ should bruise the serpent’s head, and the cheering theme of prophecy in every succeeding age. This to the saints is a consolatory argument to embrace the truth, and rest on the love of God as revealed in his word. It is an argument of consolation to the whole suffering church, and has no bearing whatever on the excision of any man from salvation: nothing can be farther from the apostle’s design. See on 2 Corinthians 5:14; 2 Corinthians 5:21.

1 Peter 1:23-25. Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God preached to you. When you saw the glory of Christ set forth, when you heard of the ransom he had paid for your souls, when you beheld him risen from the tomb, the word entered your heart with renovating power. You were quickened and raised with him, and made to sit together with him in heavenly places. And this is permanent glory, not like the honour that cometh from men, which withers as the grass, and fades like the flower. It is durable as the word of the Lord, which like himself, remains for ever.

REFLECTIONS.
The apostle here salutes the church as the elect of God, though scattered and persecuted; and this election was according to his foreknowledge, the prophets having said that the gentiles should be one with the Israel of God; an election connected with the ever-abiding conditions of sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.

St. Peter when writing was filled with all gratitude, and divine goodness. Therefore seeing that the gentiles, born in sin, devoted to death and desponding gloom, were now made the sons of God, he breaks out in the fulness of praise that God had begotten them again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Hence, among all the good things which may happen to men in this life, none is to be compared to conversion, and a birth from above. This comprises every good in one, as in the third of St. John.

Inheritance is connected with adoption. The regenerate are heirs of an inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, which cannot be said of an earthly lot. And it fadeth not away, but is ever verdant, blooming, and laden with eternal good. And if this hope be so consoling to all men, it was doubly so to those scattered saints, many of whom had lost their earthly substance, and were driven from Judea by the rigours of persecution. Nevertheless they had stood the shock, and were kept by faith, unto the salvation ready to be revealed in those last ages of the jewish nation.

Rejoicing in hope of glory, our heaviness is but for a season, and never without a needs be. There is a needs be for affliction for the sanctification of every man, and for making manifest the passive graces of his soul. There was an evangelical needs be that the happy churches in Judea should be dispersed, to diffuse the knowledge of Christ among the poor benighted gentiles. Why should all the good things of heaven be hid in a corner. There was in short a providential needs be for this persecution; for the jewish nation was becoming corrupt as a carcase, and ready for the Roman eagles. Therefore God apparently took part with the infidel, and fought against his own people. The sadducees prospered, and the faithful were dispersed. How deep, how dark are the ways of God. Well, it is enough that they are the ways of God. The clouds of providence will clear up, and discover his righteousness as the sun at noonday. Presently the faithful saw the jews infatuated to rebel against the Romans. Presently they saw the Roman armies enter Judea, and bring upon them destruction to the uttermost. Now, the christians would gratefully excuse the cup of personal affliction, to avoid the last dregs of national disaster. May this most striking catastrophe teach us all to trust for the future.

The faith of good men, when tried as gold in the furnace, is found to the praise and honour of God. They lose nothing in the fire but the dross of self-love, the blindness of their own will, and their reluctance to suffer. This is the work of experience, not of theory. They who have been six times in trouble with Christ, say, that he will deliver in the seventh. They therefore glory in tribulation, because it worketh experience, and experience hope. They love the Saviour whom they have not seen, but whose power and sweetness they have tasted in their hearts, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

The mysteries of redemption and providence were the grand subject of prophetic study, as they now are the admiration of angels. Mysteries so profound, exalting God, and abasing reason; mysteries so adorable and sanctifying, cannot fail to augment the pleasure and happiness of the church above. Let us therefore gird up the loins of our mind, renounce sensual desire, and fully close with the redemption and atonement of Christ, as described in Romans 3:24-26. John 1:29. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-25
1 Peter 2:4. To whom coming as to a living stone. The jews boasted of their temple, an undisputed blessing. But when the christians fled from Jerusalem, they took the true, the living temple with them. Isaiah 28. Micah 4.

1 Peter 2:7. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: τιμη designates honour. On you who trust to this refuge, he confers honour and glory. You rest under the shadow of his throne, and are numbered with his saints.

1 Peter 2:9. Ye are a chosen generation. See on Titus 2:14.

1 Peter 2:13. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake. Be not turbulent in the cities where you live, vociferating in public meetings till you are marked and disliked, as aliens from the Lamb of God, who when he was reviled, reviled not again.

1 Peter 2:24. Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree. Here is a vicarious sacrifice for man. He bore our sins in his own body: his humanity suffered, and suffered for sin, the Just for the unjust. — What love is demonstrated by his death, what perfection of propitiation from all dead works, that we may draw near to God. What a complete removal of guilt, and what a gift of righteousness. This is the grand argument for all moral and relative obligations named here, and of which we have spoken before.

REFLECTIONS.
Having presented to the dispersed flock the mystery of redemption, and the perfection of the atonement, St. Peter proceeds to inferences assortable with the glory to which they were called. They were born of God: therefore all malice, hypocrisy, and envy must be superseded, for the temper of infancy best becomes the children of God. And there is no system which exhibits the like effectual remedies against malice as the christian code. God having forgiven us, we are bound by the effects of his love to forgive one another: and God having loved us while enemies, we are bound to love and to seek the good of all misguided men. Hence those called christians, who keep old animosities alive in their hearts, and refuse to bury their feuds, deserve expulsion from the church of God. Instead of feeding on envy, malice, and discord, we must, as babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that we may grow thereby in every heavenly temper, affection, and habit, unto the measure and stature of Christ. Those therefore best understand and improve the religion of Jesus Christ, who are daily delighting in devotion.

The jews and proselytes converted to the Lord, and driven out from the city and temple of Jerusalem, are most strikingly invited to rest in Christ, the living rock, and the true temple. He is that living stone chosen of God to be head of the corner; and he is precious in himself, and precious to all believers in his offices, titles, and promises. Yes, and he is not only a sure and everliving rock, but he quickens and associates all believers as living stones in his temple. But as to those obstinate jews who stumble at this stone, and still adhere to the letter, he shall fall upon them, and grind them to powder. Their rock is not like our rock: let us abide in Christ, who alone raiseth up the dead.

The christian religion exalts us to privileges which the house of Aaron could never boast. The scattered flock were not the less beloved, but a chosen generation, as the ancient Israelites, for by chosen the apostle follows the Hebrew phrases, as in the following passages. Deuteronomy 4:37; Deuteronomy 7:6; Deuteronomy 10:15; Deuteronomy 14:2, 1 Kings 3:8. Psalms 105:6; Psalms 105:43. They were a royal priesthood, as the firstborn of the patriarchs. They are called the church of the firstborn. Hebrews 12:22. Who then would regret the loss of ceremonial victims, and the smoke of Aaron’s incense?

Every man in the church may pray, and say to his brother, know the Lord. Liberty of prophesying is not restrained by any canon of scripture. St. Paul says, ye may all prophesy one by one. 1 Corinthians 14. I do not say that the order of ministers and the sacraments should be interfered with by persons not devoted to the ministry; for all are not apostles, all are not evangelists, and all do not speak with tongues. But I do say, and believe, that every young convert receives the Spirit which constitutes him of the heavenly and royal priesthood. And I do regret, that at the reformation, too little regard was had to the liberty of the people in the exercise of spiritual gifts. Who among the leaders of this work ever established church meetings, as an after service, in which he could say, Ye may all prophesy one by one. The regular establishment of prayer meetings, and of meetings for christian fellowship, was reserved for the venerable Wesley; it being but sparingly adopted by good men in past ages. Obedience to princes and magistrates is a farther duty of christianity. Even a Nero, who now reigned, and a Caligula, could not ascend the throne without divine permission. How much more then shall we peaceably honour and obey princes and magistrates who rule under the auspices of heaven. A political restless and dissatisfied temper is often fatal to religious characters, and is to be shunned as subversive of our best interests. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-22
1 Peter 3:1-6. Ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands. The same words occur in Ephesians 5:22. Colossians 3:18. The excellence of piety is pleaded here, as the first ornament of a wife. Wisdom connected with the culture of the mind and all the adornings of the christian temper; a chaste behaviour, a fear, and a cautious prudence. These will gain a husband to the Lord more than the monthly fashions of dress. The example of Sarah is adduced, whom all the Hebrew women revered as a model of virtue. A woman devoid of wisdom, and of female graces, only renders her folly more conspicuous by splendour of dress. Proverbs 11:22. It is a standing complaint against religious women of the present age, that their dresses are too expensive, and often bordering upon immodesty.

1 Peter 3:8-9. Be ye all of one mind. Unity is the glory of the church. While fear and self-interest bind the world in chains, love reigns among the saints. Antichrist has many children, restless spirits, and disturbers of all repose. All is wrong, according to them, in government, in commerce, and in the church, because the sceptre of the world is not in their hands.

1 Peter 3:10-13. He that will love life, and see good days, let him avoid evil, do good, and pursue peace. For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous; they are his children, and the heirs of glory. He delights in them, and calls them by his own name. The Lord’s portion is his people, Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. His face is against all that do evil. Who then is he that shall harm [hurt] you, if you are followers of that which is good?

1 Peter 3:15. Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh, a reason of the hope that is in you, or the ground on which your faith is built. The candidates for baptism were well-instructed in the christian faith by catechists. In this age, our unbelievers are well-read in books hostile to revelation, and nothing can be more imprudent than to let our young men go out into the world unarmed. What can we expect but an abdication of the faith they were never taught to defend? The best books I know on this subject are, Jenkins’ reasonableness of christianity, Addison’s evidences, bishop Bull’s analogy, and bishop Watson’s defence. Paley’s abridgment of Lardner is written on socinian principles. Calmet’s Dictionary, once so excellent, is now empoisoned with English unitarianism, and German neology. 

1 Peter 3:18-19. Quickened by the Spirit: by which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison. The apostle here asserts that those who obstinately perished in the flood of Noah, were in the prison of hell; and for this assertion he knew he had the consent of the jewish nation. The sanhedrim taught that the generation of the flood have no portion in the world to come, neither shall they stand up in judgment; for it is said my Spirit shall not always strive with man. Hence Peter intimates that the Spirit which strove with the old world was the Spirit of Messiah. See note on chap. 1 Peter 4:6. Dr. Lightfoot. The plain interpretation of this passage, observes bishop Pearson, is the true one; namely, that Christ preached to those men who lived before the flood, even while they lived, and consequently that He was before it. For though this was not done by an immediate act of the Son of God, as if he had personally appeared on earth, and actually preached to that old world; but by the ministry of a prophet, by the sending of Noah, a preacher of righteousness; yet to do anything by another, not able to perform it without him, as much demonstrates the existence of the principal cause, as if he did it of himself without any intervening instrument.

1 Peter 3:21-22. The like figure, even baptism, doth now save us. Some important ideas must here be associated, to illustrate the allusion. We are not saved by the putting away of corporeal defilement, but by being buried with Christ by baptism unto death, and by rising with him to newness of life. Thus in 1 Corinthians 10:2, the Israelites are said to be baptized to Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They came out of the sea and out of the cloud, as it were, a new people, sprinkled with the blood of the covenant. The atonement of Christ, offered up in the end of the world, had a retrospective influence, and removed all their sins. The washing of the new birth, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, lead to righteousness of life, which is the correspondence of a good conscience, by keeping our garments unspotted from the flesh. This new life is associated with seeking the things that are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of the Father. Such are the arguments used by the apostle in several places. Colossians 3:1; Colossians 3:4. Romans 6:3; Romans 6:12. Titus 3:5.

REFLECTIONS.
The moral obligations of the christian life are here enforced with weighty reasons, and paternal dignity. Certainly, as the world have no means of judging of the work of grace on the heart but by our actions, we ought to walk worthy of the Lord unto all well-pleasing. Christianity should produce domestic happiness; the heads of families being well instructed in domestic duties, felicities follow in every form, and the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife.

The religiously educated female seeking to please the Lord, and to value mental accomplishments, will place dress in a humble scale of her enjoyments. If she can but walk the streets unnoticed, or appear in the congregation with decency, she obtains the boon of all her wishes. Why decorate the flesh, which very soon shall be the feast of worms? If we delight in the Lord, he also will delight in us. The church is his family, his garden, his temple, where he delights to dwell. His eyes are over the righteous for good, and his cares are unremitting. He neither slumbers nor sleeps.

And why should we seek to please the world? They slander us as evildoers, we have daily to endure their reproaches, and the best answer we can give is that of a blameless life. The model of all passive, and of all suffering virtues, is in the Saviour. The jewish priesthood pursued him through life for evil, and he pursued them for good. He most luminously answered all their arguments against his miracles, wrought on the sabbath day. He impartially reproved their sins in order to conversion; and when they requited all his labours of love with the pains of the cross, he meekly bowed his head, and gave his life for our redemption. Yea, he descended into the lower parts of the earth, and was quickened by the same Spirit which he has sent down to quicken our souls from the death of sin to a life of righteousness. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-19
1 Peter 4:3-4. The will of the gentiles. Augustine in his city of God, should be read to see the excess and abominable idolatries of the gentiles. See the notes on Ephesians 5:12. Romans 1.

1 Peter 4:6. For this cause was the gospel preached to them that are dead, that in the day of judgment every mouth may be stopped, as to privilege and dispensation; for the gospel was preached to the old world in the shadows of sacrifice, and in promises. And St. Paul says, that the Israelites who fell in the wilderness had the gospel preached to them. — In Biblia Magna, Menobius and Tyrinus suggest that the patriarchs, the prophets, and other righteous men were in limbo or purgatory till the time that Christ went down into the abyss, and brought them forth to eternal blessedness and joy, but they can bring no vouchers for this notion from any of the primitive fathers.

1 Peter 4:7. The end of all things is at hand. The church was apprised by the prophecies of the old testament, that an end would be put to the jewish economy, when all its shadows should flee away, and when the unbelieving portion of that nation should be consumed as stubble fully dry, and Jerusalem itself be burnt up, by a nation from afar whose language the jews understood not. Joel 2:28; Joel 2:32. Daniel 9:27. Malachi 4:1. Deuteronomy 28:49-64. These prophecies were now about to receive their consummation, as was apparent from the signs of the times. The Sun of righteousness had risen with gospel beams, and the Hebrew nation were preparing to revolt against the Romans. St. Peter therefore repeats the words of Christ, and bids the scattered flock pray that they might escape all those things, and be able to stand before the Son of man. Luke 21:36.

1 Peter 4:8. Charity shall cover the multitude of sins. Not by atoning for them; for St. Peter ascribes that wholly to the lamb of God: St. Peter 1 Peter 1:19. But our neighbour, whom we may have often offended, is moved by our charity or love to forgive all that is past: so the fathers expound this text. Yea, and he who considers the poor and the needy hath the promise that God will deliver him in the time of trouble. Psalms 41:1. James 5:23.

1 Peter 4:11. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God. The words of the living oracle are not to be altered. The canon of the sacred text has been scrutinized. The version of the law, in Greek, by the LXX, was collated with the severity of precision, and only thirteen variations were found, some of which, one would think, were too slight to be noticed. The first age of christian ministers, however poor and obscure, became men of letters, and learned in the sacred text. Augustine, writing against Faustus, admits that the writings of that age were innumerable. By consequence all men in the sanctuary should have learning to illustrate and defend the truth. — But to speak as the oracles of God, implies not only that our doctrine and teaching should correspond with them as the only standard of truth, but also that we should speak with the wisdom, the love, the sweetness and power of God, that our speech may distil as the rain and the dew, and as the small rain upon the tender herb.

1 Peter 4:17. The time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God. At the church, the family of God, so called from the house of Levi, the house of David, &c. The Lord said to the Chaldeans, Begin at my sanctuary. Ezekiel 9:6. Otherwise, how can God judge the world? The christians were the first sufferers from judaical persecutions, and from the storms and tempests of the gentile world. And if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of those that obey not the gospel? If God so treat his own children, what will he do with his enemies? The interrogation is here properly introduced, as being the strongest possible form of words. Mark 8:36. Hebrews 2:3. Revelation 6:17.

REFLECTIONS.
The idea that the church is God’s house, and great family, both in heaven and in earth, is a most consoling thought to the suffering saints. Then the chastenings of providence are marks of adoption; for what son is there whom his father chasteneth not. Judgment therefore must begin at the house of God. So it did in the time when the Chaldeans destroyed Jerusalem. God bade the destroyers begin at his sanctuary. The priests should have preserved the purity of their religion; therefore they perished with the severest reproach. The case differed indeed from the suffering christians, but the principle of equity is the same; and it marks that we should suffer as saints, and not as sinners.

The double inference is the most awful: if God so punish his friends, what will he do with his foes? If he punish his children first, that the wicked may not impeach his equity, and be disobedient to the gospel, the wicked and the ungodly must be drenched with the dregs of the cup. And the two interrogations mark the strongest power of language in arguing the miseries which wait the carnal world. See on Mark 8:36. Thus when the church is in trouble, the wicked may be assured that their day is just at hand. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14
1 Peter 5:1. Who am also an elder. See the note on Acts 20:28, and on Philippians 1:1. Let the bishops, says Jerome, know that they are greater than other presbyters, rather by custom than by virtue and reality of the Lord’s ordinance. Cap. 1. supra Sirum.
1 Peter 5:2-5. Feed the flock of God, by all assiduity in preaching, and in pastoral care. Green pastures must be prepared for the flock, that the whole church may grow in knowledge and in grace. But in doing this be as gentle shepherds, not as absolute lords over the heritage of God, proud, austere, and vindictive. κατακυριευοντες is used in Matthew 20:25. “The princes of the gentiles exercise dominion over them — but it shall not be so among you.” The church must not be governed as they govern their legions. In the church, love is the impulsive cause of duty, but in military bodies, fear commands obedience. A minister of Christ should take the people’s hearts along with him, in love and affection, just as the mind moves all the members of the body to unity of action. That minister is a Rehoboam, who thinks to enforce obedience without affection. With the paternal pastor it is far otherwise: the people know and love, and willingly obey his voice.

1 Peter 5:6-7. Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God. During the present fiery trial of persecution, cast your care upon him, using all prudent means to avoid calamity, Rely on his promises, trust his providence, and all shall work for good. Though exposed to trials and difficulties, the Lord cares for you with the most tender solicitude.

1 Peter 5:10. But the God of all grace, the fountain of deity, the liberal giver of all good, according to the riches of his grace, after that ye have suffered awhile, make you perfect. Sanctification is attained by a growth in every active and suffering grace, that we may be refined as gold in the crucible. It is to be attained by faith and prayer. We must enquire for covenant blessings, and pray that the God of peace may sanctify us wholly. Ezekiel 36:37, 1 Thessalonians 5:13. — Establish, strengthen, settle you. These words belong to architecture; they designate a building settled on a rock that can stand when the winds blow, when the rains descend, and when the floods beat against this living temple. It stands because it is founded upon a rock. And when the mind is thus confirmed in the faith, and the heart established with grace, we can in the strength of the Lord, resist the roaring lion who goes about to devour unwary souls.

1 Peter 5:13. The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you. Dr. Lightfoot has a sermon on these words, for critics in his age would preach on hard texts, pulpit eloquence not being sufficiently reformed. They did it to enlighten the people against popery. The doctor endeavours to prove that Babylon means the old Babylon in Chaldea; yet his arguments are not conclusive. Beza, Alley, Stillingfleet, and Dupin however concur with him in opinion. Others contend that St. Peter had not the same reasons for calling Rome by the mystical name of Babylon, as St. John had. Rome, and not Babylon, was undoubtedly the place from which St. Peter wrote.

1 Peter 5:14. Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. This was a custom in the east. Moses kissed Jethro his father-in-law; the wicked Joab kissed Abner, and kissed Amasa, and afterwards assassinated them. — The women at the close of worship often embraced one another. Happy days of simplicity, when love and brotherhood reigned in every heart.

REFLECTIONS.
The charge to the presbyters of Asia, who were afterwards called bishops, is remarkably apostolic and paternal. It is their first duty to feed the flock with sound doctrine, and with every instructive motive to piety and holiness. He who can amuse a congregation with a mere dry morality is ignorant of the worth of souls. The moral precepts may be worked in at proper places, as the apostles do in their epistles, or occasionally made the subject of a sermon. Ministers must not aim at more than bread from the ministry. Filthy lucre corrodes more conspicuously in the sanctuary than in any other place.

Ministers must not be tyrants in the flock, beating the menservants and the maidens, as our Saviour says, but fathers in the house of God, willingly superintending the family. So it was with Christ. Thy law is within me. I delight to do thy will, oh God. The grand aim of ministers is to be approved when the chief shepherd shall appear. His approbation will be a greater reward than the villa and the coach, which are only sometimes acquired by commerce.

The prayer of this apostle for the sanctification of the church is equal to the charge. He addresses himself to God, the fountain and giver of all grace. He fixes his eye on our call to eternal glory by Christ Jesus. He prays, catarlisai, as in the Greek, that after our sufferings we may be installed into all favour with God, and consummated in the enjoyment of his love. 2 Corinthians 13:9.

How different are the sources of relief and consolation to a believer in times of trouble, from those of other men, who have no hope beyond the grave, and no refuge to which they can flee in the hour of distress. The apostle here suggests to these jewish strangers, suffering persecution for Christ’s sake, that their sorrows were only for “a while,” and soon would all be over. They were in heaviness, but it was only for “a season,” for “a moment” only, in comparison of the boundless ocean of eternity. 2 Corinthians 4:17.

They are also what “the God of all grace” sees good to lay upon us. They come not from the hands of an enemy, though the wicked may be his sword, but from Him who is pleased in this way to exercise the faith and patience of his people. In his hands afflictions are also intended to make us “perfect,” and give embellishment to the christian character; it is in this school we learn wisdom by experience, are taught humility, and like Hezekiah to go softly all the days of our life.

Hereby the believer becomes “established” in the faith, more “settled” and confirmed in his attachment to the leading truths of the gospel, and encreasingly sensible of his need of a Saviour, causing him to cry out with Peter, Lord to whom should we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. The most eminent christians are generally such as have passed through a series of trials, ordained and sanctified by the God of all grace. 

